A careful attempt has been made, without providing too many details, to give an accurate impression of the present situation in each province. As far as the writer knows, information with regard to all the provinces has not previously been brought together in this way. Comparisons are not necessarily odious, and a useful purpose will be served by informing interested people throughout the dominion as to what is being done in provinces other than their own.
be or is not being done at all. In the keeping of the provinces, for example, are great masses of material having to do with the disposition of lands and other natural resources from the first days of settlement to the present. The provinces are morally, at least, responsible to themselves and to the people of the whole dominion to see that these essential records of Canada's development are not neglected. Some of this material is already in archives. All of it will eventually be archival material, and should be transferred after a suitable lapse of years from the individual departments of government to an archives, where it can be classified and preserved. It will there be readily accessible for consultation by departmental officials. A striking illustration of provincial responsibility is afforded by the shipment to the Prairie Provinces of the papers dealing with the natural resources which have been transferred from dominion to provincial control. These papers from the department of the interior in Ottawa are being divided among three provinces. It is safe to say that without them the history of western Canada since Confederation cannot be written. Consultation of them would, moreover, aid in the solution of many a practical problem of vital importance to the west, and their careful preservation is therefore of the greatest importance, if only for pocket-book reasons. This illustration is taken from the west but similar arguments might be found in every province. It is not only with regard to records in the possession of provincial governments that a provincial archives must play an essential rgle. In each province there are masses of materials in municipal buildings, court-houses, private institutions, and in the hands of individuals. It is not argued that all of this is worthy of preservation, much less that it should be gathered into one centre. That would be impossible even if it were desirable. In each province there should, however, be a survey to reveal the extent and character of these materials. There should be a policy with regard to public documents, and there should also be a general understanding that individuals who wish assistance and advice in the preservation of private papers may receive help. 0nly through a provincial archives can these needs be effectively met.
New, cheap, and effective methods of preserving material, and especially those of photography which were described briefly by the RE¾•EW in September last, open up great opportunities for the extension of archives work. It would be possible, for example, to have depositories of material at various points in a province. Supervision, or in the case of private collections, advice and assist-ance, could be given by the archives. Essential documents could be photographed and a film kept in the provincial archives. Permanent preservation could thus be secured, and the materials could be made accessible to inquirers while at the same time the local community could retain the documents in its possession. Such depositories and collections might well be a legitimate source of local pride; they would provide inspiration and opportunity for local historical societies which are sometimes at a loss to know what useful work may be done; they might be used to stimulate historical interest in schools where the use of the text-book alone now creates the impression that history is remote and unreal. Classes of school children now visit museums or art galleries where interest is keenly aroused--very often in the history and achievements of lands remote in time and place. Why should they not similarly be interested in collections of material illustrating the development of their own communities?
The writer wishes to emphasize the value of enlisting, by the efforts of provincial archives, the support of local communities through their historical societies or other agencies. Local communities cannot be blamed if they display a lack of enthusiasm in collecting historical records merely for the purpose of sending them to a central depository, even if it is no farther away than the provincial capital. But, if the provincial archives were to assist the local agencies in gathering and organizing local records, and, at the same time, were to obtain a film reproduction of important materials for its own collection, the advantages of centralization and decentralization might be combined as has never been possible in the past. A striking illustration of possibilities along this line is provided by the newspapers of a century ago. In numerous places are to be found broken files or single copies of early newspapers of Upper Canada, for example. They cannot be collected 'in one place, and their present dispersion often makes them inaccessible to students. In any case, frequent handling of them results in damage. Collection in one place of a photographic record of all known copies would overcome all these difficulties, while at the same time leaving prized possessions in the hands of their present owners or custodians.
There are, of course, many other possibilities of developing co-operation between local agencies and archives besides those presented by photography. It is offered merely as an illustration. An eminent authority in Canadian history has suggested to the R•.vI?w the formation of a local records society for the publication o[ essential materials. A great work is being done by such means in England, and, if the idea were adapted to Canadian conditions, a permanent contribution of the greatest value could be made to the advancement of Canadian history. There are over sixty historical societies throughout the dominion. The notes published in each issue of the REVIEW show that many of them are doing admirable service in collecting historical documents, in establishing and sustaining local museums, and in other ways. What a work would be accomplished if all agencies, local and national, which are interested in conserving and making useful the records of the past could be combined in an effort of effective co-operation! We do not want regimentation. It is neither necessary nor desirable. What we do want is the enthusiasm and sense of responsibility which come with the conviction that each agency is contributing in its own way to the accomplishment of a common task. There is an honourable place and more than enough work for everyone, from the smallest society to the largest repositories in the dominion. In the opinion of the writer, it is impossible to promote effectively such an effort of co-operation without the assistance of provincial archives.
In developing archives in the provinces the Public Archives at Ottawa should provide inspiration and illustration of what may be done. During the past thirty years, under the guidance of Dr. Doughty, the dominion archives has made to Canada a contribution, the value o[ which is simply beyond estimation. Not only has a very great collection of priceless historical records been acquired and made accessible to scholars, but the archives, through the genius of Dr. Doughty, has become a treasure-house of pictures and exhibits which attract annually thousands of visitors. Nothing succeeds in the long run but success, and so it is that, through the demonstration of its own value, the dominion archives has justified in the public mind every expenditure of effort and mon•y that has been put into it. Provincial archives, if given a fair chance, may be relied upon to produce the same result in their own field.
It should be clearly understood that the dominion, and the provincial, archives have each a work to do that cannot be done by the others. We hear much condemnation in these days o[ duplication o[ government services, and properly so. But there is no such duplication in this case. The dominion archives, because of the nature of its materials and for other reasons, has a service to perform that is outside the scope of the provinces.
It must be given all the support, financial and otherwise, that it deserves. Similarly, the provincial archives have their own distinctive loyalties and interests to serve and their own materials to guard. Strong dominion and provincial institutions, if directed always with a realization of the magnitude of the work to be done, should, and in the opinion of the writer would, strengthen and supplement each other.
What are the practical steps which may be taken at the present time? The conditions vary in the different provinces and no extended analysis of the problem is here possible. A few general observations may, however, be made.
Little improvement can be expected unless societies and interested individuals will do what they can. Where archives are already effectively organized, the value of their work must be kept before the public. Where little or nothing is being accomplished, it must be persistently urged that a beginning should be made--perhaps by the appointment of a manuscripts board or in some other way. In particular, the problem must be brought to the attention of political leaders and others in important public positions. Little can be done unless the support of governments is obtained. Men responsible for the expenditure of public funds must needs be interested in utilitarian arguments and such arguments should not be neglected. Social and economic problems are everywhere being forced on the attention of governments. It should be pointed out that the records of the development of communities great and small are going to be of increasing and essential importance in providing information on which sound policy and administration must rest.
We cannot expect largely increased expenditure on archives at the present time, although it may be observed that a neglect of archives work is by no means the product of the depression. An expenditure of a few thousands, even hundreds, of dollars would, however, in cases where little or nothing is being done, make possible a definite advance. Where archives work is left to a provincial librarian, or other official who is overburdened with the routine of other duties, little or no attention to the problem can be expected. Every province has keen young graduates, well-trained, and frequently unable to find employment. One of these appointed to spend his entire time on archives work, would, under the direction of a librarian or voluntary manuscripts board, repay tenfold the small expenditure required.
The REVIEW would welcome any opportunity of making a con- In the archives department it is estimated that there are about 60,000 manuscripts. These include long and fairly complete sets of early official records, and an immense number of private papers--letters, diaries, and the like--as well as much miscellaneous material. This is supplemented by an outstanding photographic and print collection, which runs to at least 14,000 items. Display cases in the department enable it to exhibit a selection of its treasures. Historical relics and curios, the earliest official commissions and records, old log books and diaries, together with rare editions, etc., compose this museum, which is open to the public free of charge.
New material, both official and private, is constantly being added to the archives. Gaps still exist in the collection of official records, but most of these will be filled in time as the various departments deposit their old papers in the archives. No definite arrangement for the periodical transfer of documents by the departments exists as yet, but there is reason to hope that some such plan will be adopted in the near future. In the old legislative building, which was pulled down in 1920, the library was crowded into small quarters, and the museum material A system of transferring regularly materials from government departments to the archives after a lapse of years has been proposed but is not in operation. Materials, sent from Ottawa as the result of the transfer of natural resources to provincial control, have been given to the department 6f mines and natural resources, and distributed among its different branches. The transfer from Ottawa is by no means complete as yet.
There is no manuscripts commission but the archivist is assisted very

NEW BRUNSWICK
There are no provincial archives in New Brunswick and the present condition is one of disorganization so far as archives work is concerned. A very great quantity of exceedingly valuable historical records is to be found in various places throughout the province. Of the government records in Fredericton, those in the department of lands and mines are well preserved, and contain a wealth of the most valuable materials, especially in the land papers. In the vaults of the executive council, the minutes of council meetings are well taken care of and those from 1785 to the present may be readily found. For other government records the situation is not as good. For many years, the REVIEW understands, masses of papers were dumped in attics and similar undesirable places and not much care was taken in the supervision of strangers given access to them. There has been improvement in these respects, but many papers are still kept under conditions which invite irreparable losses from fire and other means of destruction.
The parliamentary library has some manuscripts and a number of valuable books. For many years in a poor condition, it has recently been placed in charge of a good librarian who is keenly interested in collecting and preserving some of the hitherto neglected material, and in endeavouring to complete full sets of government reports. In the same building the library of the Barristers' Society contains a wealth of material on the legal history of New Brunswick and other provinces. Some of it is unique and has proved valuable to students outside the province. The library of the University of New Brunswick, for many years badly housed, has now an excellent fireproof building with a librarian and assistant in charge, who are seeking to gather printed material relating to the province. In this library are a number of early charters, an almost complete file of the Royal gazette, and also a number of files of early newspapers in addition to many things referring to the history of the university in particular.
In the education office, Fredericton--a stone building but lined throughout in early white pine--there are many records dealing with the development of the educational system from 1852 to the present. Finally, the new museum in Saint John constitutes a very valuable acquisition for the province. It has an archives section and already a large amount of material has been collected. What part is to be played by the museum in preserving and organizing provincial records has not, however, been determined as yet. It is most desirable that there be worked out an arrangement fair to the interests of all concerned, as this would be a most important step in establishing effective archives work in the province for the first time.
In the opinion of the REVIEW no province has at present a greater opportunity than New Brunswick to make a notable contribution to the advancement of Canadian history. The province has a number of interested individuals and societies, and the historical celebration of last summer indicates that public support need not be lacking. An effective policy must, however, be framed before much improvement of the present situation is possible. The framing of such a policy would reflect public credit on those who were responsible for it. It is the chief step needed to set in motion a work which would be of national, not merely of provincial, significance, since the records of New Brunswick bear intimately on the history of the other provinces and of the dominion as a whole. We sincerely trust that the problem may be given the attention which it fully deserves. The archives is not only an historical laboratory for university students but also a "stamping ground" for journalists and genealogists. Incidentally, it is of use to provincial officials who want to gather informa-tion on the historical background of their present work and problems. While the official sources, both printed and manuscript, form a very valuable collection they are unfortunately not what they should be, or would have been, had an aggressive archives policy been put into effect in the last century. There were some losses from fire but without doubt the most serious losses were due to lack of interest.
The land records are practically complete. Prior to Confederation they were in the offices of the surveyor-general and the commissioner of crown lands; they are now divided among the Public Archives at Ottawa, the provincial departments of lands and forests and of the surveyorgeneral, and the archives of Ontario. Such judicial records of the province as have been preserved are in the custody of the archives. However, many large groups, such as the assize papers, do not appear to be extant. The records of other departments of the province, prior to Confederation, such as those from the offices of the secretary and registrar, attorney-general, receiver-general, chief agent for emigration, ½t½., do not appear to be preserved, although some will doubtless be found in private and other hands. It should be observed finally that a very important and extensive collection of sources pertaining to the history bf the west has been built up in the library of the provincial university at Saskatoon.
